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the monks wisely put themselves in the hands of William
of Sens, 'a most skilled craftsman in wood and stone ',
who caused the ruined church to be pulled down and
rebuilt on a new design. In addition to conceiving and
carrying out that main design, he attended to such details
as inventing special cranes for discharging the boatloads
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of stone brought from the famous Norman quarries of
Caen, and providing the workmen with models for
mouldings. Owing to the use of these models the
arcades at Canterbury are so exactly like those which
William had built at Sens that the same working draw-
ings might have been used for both.1 Just a century
earlier than William of Sens was Robert, who was given
land at St. Albans by the monks whom he served,
because he excelled all the masons of his time ; and
1 Avchacologia, xliii. 81. .